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*Why make nucs?







arm Control

WA

ol

- —




Increase Hive Numbers







Strengthen Weak Colonies
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*When is the best time to
make a nuc?




July: Late
Season
gueens for
overwintering

January

 —

Queens
avallable for

®lcurrent

Season
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*What preparation is
needed?




Preparing to Make Nucs

Decide on a queen source

Make a calendar based on queen delivery date
Select a donor hive

Gather your materials

Decide to either leave nuc in same yard or
move to another location > 3 miles away



EXPECTED ADULT BEE POPULATION FROM DIFFERENT QUEEN TYPES

—4& = Mother queen
—@— Laying queen

= =A= = Virgin Queen

= = = Queen Cell

—®&" = Raise from brood

Queen
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Initial 7 days 14 days 21 days 28 days 35 days 42 days 49 days 56 days
Pop

DAYS POST SET UP




Create Calendar/Mated Queens

N

Make 0 If NO queen|5
cells or eggs,
uncover
candy

division;
add caged
queen Feed continuously for first 2 weeks

.

Re-check
for queen
cells if

needed Feed continuously for first 2 weeks

If new
brood,
transfer to
standard
box




Preparation: Select a Donor Hive

Which one Wculd you divide?



Preparation:
Gather your materials

Two empty 5 frames hut boxes
Shim
Syrup & HBH in Mason jar

Protein patty
Spray bott!g with sugar water & HBH
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*How is a nuc made?




1.Find the old queen and set her aside
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the workers will go below
Into the box while the
gueen and drones remain
on the excluder
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4. Add frames to nuc
#1 position: ONE frame of honey and pollen on
one side of nuc
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#2 position: FIRST frame of mostly
capped and emerging brood in the nuc
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Cage Placement:

Candy end up.
Hole is not blocked.
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Another honey/pollen frame

#5 position







Remember the 3 feet or 3 mile rule if
yOuU move your nuc




5. If you leave the nuc in the same yard, ADD

extra bees to the nuc
- <







7. Add a protein patty and place shim over nuc
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8. Place feeding cover over shim and add syrup and




Completed Nuc

. . Of .
| : Cover
Empty nuc
box with
feeder Feeder
Inside cover
Shi
INHIC Entrance
box

reducer
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e What about care and
feeding?







Nuc Calendar

iInuously for first

lnuously for first
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*Success?




Day 5. What are the bees telling you?
Nuc Calendar using Mated Queens

N

Make 0 /It NO queen |5

division; cells or eggs,
’ and queen is

add caged accepted

queen Feed continuously for first 2 weeks uncover
\.candy plug
8

Re-check
for queen
cells if

needed Feed continugusly for first|2 weeks
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Day 8: Safety Net
Nuc Calendar using Mated Queens

Feed continuously for first 2 weeks

Make 0 If NO 5
division; queen cells

add caged or eggs,
gueen uncover
candy

7

Re-check
for queen

cells if
h‘leeded Feed continugusly for first|2 weeks
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Day 24:. Graduation Day
Nuc Calendar using Mated Queens

Make 0 ItNO >
division;

add caged
queen Feed continuously for first 2 weeks

queen cells
or eggs,
uncover
candy

8

Re-check
for queen

cells if
needed Feed continugusly for first|2 weeks
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Frames are in numbered locations

~ Mostly

\ pollen
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* Controls swarming, increases numbers
* Late spring or early summer

* Gather materials and order queen

 Assemble nuc
* Feed, feed, feed

e Graduation



Knowing Nucs
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